PARENT INVOLVEMENT: The Key to a Child’s School Success
Studies have indicated that the key to improving student achievement is the involvement of parents or other family members in education. 

There are four general ways parents can be involved:
 1) providing support at home,
 2) communicating with the school,
 3) volunteering at the school, and 
4) helping to achieve excellence. 
All are important. What is crucial is that we do participate. The education of our children cannot be left solely to others. Parents are the first teachers and most significant adults in children’s lives. Our actions form the attitudes and outlook toward learning that our children will carry throughout their lives. 

Parent Participation at Michael Park Steiner School

Steiner schools are created and sustained through the partnership of parents and teachers. Outside of the teaching, many important contributions are accomplished by parents and friends. Ideally, roles are filled by an invitation based on recognition of expertise. For instance, members of a committee would recognise a talented person through social contacts in parent evenings or other events and invite him or her to sit on their committee. However, many positions are filled because individuals see a need and take the initiative to step forward to get the job done.

We need your help. New parents and long standing parents, how can you help?  Listen at meetings and read The Spiral to learn what projects need your participation. Many, many tasks need to be accomplished for each festival and event. We invite and encourage you to involve yourself in any “small task” and see where destiny leads you. 
In the heart - the loom of feeling,

In the head - the light of thinking,

In the limbs - the strength of will.

Weaving of radiant light,

Strength of the weaving,

Light of the surging strength:

Lo, this is Man!

Rudolf Steiner

The intentions of the Parent Voice are to support the goals of Steiner education at Michael Park School for our children through parent involvement; to help build and sustain the school community through effective communication with the parent body; and to serve as a liaison between the Parent Voice, parents and the College, Board, Teachers, and Administration.

Any parent who would like to initiate a project or feels there is a need that should be addressed should contact her/his Parent Voice representative. The Parent Voice includes one or more representatives from each class and meets regularly throughout the school year. The meetings are open to all parents.  

Class Parents

The Class Parent for each class works closely with the class teacher, Parent Council member, festival coordinator, and parents of that particular class. Class parents find parent volunteers for projects that the class teachers initiate, and for set-up of phone trees, etc.

Class Treasurer

The Class Treasurer collates class funds, resulting from fundraising initiatives such as the lunch bar, raffles and other miscellaneous areas.  These funds are used to help with school camps, families in need, and classroom items.  

Festival Coordinator

Each class has a festival coordinator to link parent volunteers with the preparation, activity, and clean-up for each festival. The class festival coordinator works with the main festival coordinator.

How can parents best support teachers and the classroom experience?

Learn about and embrace the principles of Steiner education. Attend all parent evenings regularly to find out what is going on in the classroom. Attend parent study groups. Communicate with teachers regularly if you have concerns and when you like what is going on. Create a home environment that supports what is taking place at school by encouraging children to play imaginatively and by limiting television viewing to non-school nights, if at all. Younger children should not be exposed to movies, and parents should be sure that they know what movies older children are seeing and approve of them beforehand. Make sure children arrive at school on time and are properly dressed for the weather. Volunteer to assist with special activities such as class trips, plays, and fundraisers. Help with classroom projects: painting, decorating, cleaning, and moving. Volunteer to work with reading groups in the middle grades. Inform the teacher if anything special is going on with your child, or if your child is going to be absent from school. Provide a regular time and space for homework and musical instrument practice. Take an interest in all subjects, not just main lesson. Your interest in these subjects will communicate their importance to your child.

Lunches and Snacks

Please send nutritious lunches and snacks that do not require additional preparation. 

Rhythm in the Home Life

For the young children, daily, weekly, and seasonal rhythms enhance physical, emotional, and spiritual growth. Regular meal-times and bedtimes, family rituals and customs, provide a sense of certainty and a stable environment. 
Parent Evenings

Please plan your schedule to attend all scheduled Parent Evenings. You may be notified by phone tree and in writing of the scheduled parent evenings for each class.   The class teacher will outline the current curriculum and upcoming events. He or she will share a picture of the dynamics of the class and will seek parent support. Usually, there will be the opportunity for parents to share their experience and ask questions.  Parent representatives bring reports of all school events and activities.
The Motto of the Social Ethic

The healthy social life is found

When in the mirror of each human soul

The whole community finds its expression,

And when in the community,

The virtue of each one is living.

Rudolf Steiner

Parent-Teacher Concerns

If you have a concern about your child or a situation in the classroom, it is very important that your child’s teacher hear your concerns. The most effective method of handling your questions is to talk directly with the teacher involved. Teachers want to be involved with students and parents; they appreciate your involvement. To provide help, the College of Teachers has set up a Sponsor Programme. Each teacher has another teacher assigned as sponsor. The sponsor role is meant to provide professional development support throughout the faculty. These teachers meet on a regular basis throughout the school year. If you don’t feel the teacher hears your concerns, ask to meet with both teacher and sponsor. You may wish to bring another parent to this meeting to provide a listening ear. If you still do not achieve satisfactory resolution or action, refer the matter to the chairperson of the College of Teachers. The College trusts that this is a system that will promote growth for everyone involved. Please do not wait until an issue grows unwieldy. Bring your concerns and questions directly to the teacher. 

Television

Steiner schools, internationally, seek to preserve the innocence and wonder for the younger children by creating a special atmosphere of play and learning. In order that home and family life can work most consistently to help nurture the child’s imaginative and creative capacities, we strongly recommend no TV viewing for children (this includes video games, Playstation, computers and movies). Support of this policy in your home will help create a class environment that fully supports your child’s development.
